
THE RISING POPULARITY OF THE CHINESE MANDARIN AS A THREAT TO

THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE

A flood of sensational headlines concerning language use in China recently crossed my transom. Here are just a few of
them.

The bespectacled Kevin, a native Mandarin-speaker, says that he has never learnt how to speak Cantonese
properly. Again, it made people angry. Language depicts one's culture, and in a perfect world, we'd make an
effort to steep ourselves in as many as possible.. The language of Cantonese, in this case, gives rise to the
unique Cantonese culture, and Hong Kong, where Cantonese is preserved accidentally under the years of
British rule, keeps such culture alive through its production and export of cultural products from television to
film and Canto-pop. But, no doubt, English will still be the most spoken language in the other parts of the
world. Enter coupon code 8LIFE at registration. But at least we get to pick our second language. Britain and
China fought over it, and the territory remains a test of the battle between communism and capitalism. And on
present form, its fall is likely to coincide with the latest rise of China, whose documented history has run for
three millennia. While reduced impulsiveness when dealing in a second language can be seen as a positive
thing, the picture is potentially much darker when it comes to human interactions. We therefore have to look
to the world of politics for our answers. Perhaps these young YouTubers are our best hope for the future. For
English, therefore, its current peak is likely to be as good as it will ever get, its glory as a world language
lasting just a couple of centuries â€” almost a flash in the pan, not yet comparable with those forerunners Latin
or Farsi. Thanks to the British empire, native English speakers are strategically sprinkled across the globe. In
other words, we need truly bilingual exchanges, in which all involved know the language of the other.
Messenger English has achieved prime status by becoming the most widely spoken language in the world â€”
if one disregards proficiency â€” ahead of Mandarin Chinese and Spanish. Transnational lingua francas, once
established, always give off an aura of permanence. Victor Ambrose I think that English language can be put
at the first place in world. Before that, Farsi had been pre-eminent for years as the language of Muslim culture,
trade and politics. And activists have found videos used by schools in which Cantonese is demonized as a
barbaric language, in contrast to virtuous Mandarin. Especially when conversations touch on culture and
intimate beliefs. Various Chinese dialects are at risks â€” even the Beijing dialect is reportedly in danger
because of the mandatory standardised Mandarin. A Russian, a Korean, and a Mexican walk into a bar.
Jennifer Cerron I think that English is nowadays the dominant language in the world, and has been improving
during all the 20th century. The sounds on the Hong Kong street are changing. Ancient Greek was powerful
because of the Greek Empire. This language is used for communication, not for flaunting your accent. Your
being a native or non-native speaker doesn't matter much anymore. Caroline Hinds, Toronto First of all, I
would like to say that English is a beautiful language and I like it very much. Contact us at editors time.
Secondly, English is the world's No. Is the position of English a real asset to the states that speak it natively?
Chan Lok-hang is founder of the volunteer-run language activist group Societas Linguistica Hongkongensis
SLH that, among other things, hosts a Cantonese writing competition which last year drew participants from
four countries, including the Chinese mainland. Since , the city has been pushing for Putonghua standard
Mandarin in mainland China as a medium of instructions at schools. Over the years, Cantonese has been a
popular target, being marginalised and even demonised by local authorities in southern China. Mark
Zuckerberg recently scored points during his own visit to Beijing when he made some remarks in Mandarin.
But hundreds of other students joined a protest against the university, giving him hope. We have to make an
effort towards it. It is both economic power and military power that dictates the ascendancy or otherwise of a
language. Our answers, though, to the question raised come from well outside the fields of ESL and
Linguistics. Opinions expressed do not necessarily reflect the views of TIME editors. In a second language,
research has found that speakers are also likely to be less emotional and show less empathy and consideration
for the emotional state of others. But under a local government led by Carrie Lam, a chief executive widely
viewed as close to Beijing , Mandarin is invading business, tourism and even classrooms. Even Islamist
Jihadist propagandists would concede that English, is a convenience in spreading their word. Languishing
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miserably are two words that come to mind!


