
AN ANALYSIS OF WILLIAM DEAN HOWELS EDITHA

Dive deep into William Dean Howells' Editha with extended analysis, commentary, and discussion.

Editha was not allowed to join the war effort despite the fact that she showed extreme patriotism and support
for the war effort simply because she was a woman. The story concludes with an opinion that the massacre
was the greater infamy because it was done under the law of the white man. Writers such as Mark Twain,
William Dean Howells, and Henry James began to write realistic stories with realistic characters that usually
depicted their region, class, gender, and age. The minority is represented through George because just like
them, action is never taken by George to enforce his own moral beliefs. Any subject. Throughout the story,
many different duties or obligations develop between these two characters and through the development we
see that the sense of duty or what one person might think is their duty can often create conflict. His point is
that an individual, such as Silas, must check their morals at the door if they have any plans to make it in the
business world. Uncover new sources by reviewing other students' references and bibliographies Inspire new
perspectives and arguments or counterarguments to address in your own essay Read our Academic Honor
Code for more information on how to use and how not to use our library. In William Dean Howells' short
story, "Editha", however, the main character is an unusual woman, Editha, who has her own perfect ideals and
pushes them on her lover, George, to ask him to fight in the Spanish-American War She pushes her own to an
extreme point that is evident in a letter she writes to him before he makes a decision on what to do. For
example, one of the most prominent lyrics in the song is "War! The blind support and romanticized feelings
towards war represent the belief and the idealistic version of war that most people think of when they hear of
war. Editha, representing the majority, is physically vigorous. Despite her decision to not urge or push George
towards any decision, she does anyways by continuing to talk about war and the glory of it. The weak
minority would never have been influenced by the majority. Even when George joins the war, he is only
following the judgment of everyone else. Who wrote this essay? But the man I marry must love. The essays in
our library are intended to serve as content examples to inspire you as you write your own essay. When he dies
shortly after leaving, his mother makes her views on the topic very clear. In the late 's, the United States was
experiencing swift growth and change because of a changing economy, society, and culture However, some
voices of pacifism have made themselves heard throughout past eras, and one of these belonged to William
Dean Howells. The novel has always been popular, partly because it presents Lapham's financial and social
failure as "consciously and deliberately chosen" when he has to decide whether he shall cheat and stay on top
in business or tell the truth and fail irrecoverably Gibson  But the man I marry must love his country first of
all, and be able to say to me, "I could not love thee, dear, so much, Loved I not honor more. What Howells is
saying here is that Edithas' inability to follow her society's' gender rules led to the death of her fiance and that
his death could have been avoided had she not pushed him into enlisting. So in some sort of way this story can
sometimes be said that it was not your typical sentimental plot. Work Cited Howells, William Dean. She
personally has never seen the brutality, the complete horror, of war; she has never experienced the terror of
fearing for her life at every moment, of watching people blown up only inches away. This leads to the idea
that Editha, like the majority of America, holds a mindless ignorance. When citing an essay from our library,
you can use "Kibin" as the author. Most helpful essay resource ever! This story was adapted into a Family
Channel made-for-TV movie and then remade a decade later as "Christmas Do-Over" with an adult
protagonist making the wish. No one ever expects the glorious soldiers to come back the glorious dead. Editha
speaks to her mother later about her expectation of her fiancee joining the war. Gearson dies at war and Editha
remembers her duty to her fiancee to tend to his mother. For more information on choosing credible sources
for your paper, check out this blog post. Nevertheless, he realizes that he really does love her and the story
ends with the promise of a happily-ever-after. Did you find something inaccurate, misleading, abusive, or
otherwise problematic in this essay example? I suppose he made up his mind to go, but I knew what it cost
him, by what it cost me when I heard of itâ€¦. She described the war as a "sacred" and "glorious" war Howells,
 Once he joins, Editha returns to her former manipulation tactics. She surely never expected him to die, which
is exactly what he did. Howells not only opposed the war itself, but he also berated those who blindly
supported the war in the name of American Patriotism.


