
THE CULTURE INFLUENCE ON THE COLLECTIVISM

Comparative psychology often looks at differences between collectivist and individualist cultures. Here's how they differ
and influence behavior.

For example, the fact that you went on a trip with your classmates in the 5th grade and the details of the trip
might be relevant to your life-story if many of your current friends were still some of the children that back
then were your classmates. Participants were told that this inventory was different from the first one, including
a number of new items. Not only can imagination increase confidence levels that an event has actually
happened but it can also create false autobiographical memories. Such cultural differences mean that people in
different cultures have fundamentally different construals of the self and others. In essence, autobiographical
memory is about defining the self in time and in relation to others, so that individuals gain a sense of who they
are by relating to others within a culture and creating a shared past. There was not time limit for rating all the
events, but most people finished in about 5 minutes. Participants completed a item LEI, containing both
collectivistic e. On the other hand, relationships in collectivistic cultures are often seen as more stable and
permanent. In such cultures, relationships with other members of the group and the interconnectedness
between people play a central role in each person's identity. The results showed that the more times the
participants imagined the actions, the more likely they were to later state that they had initially performed
those actions, although they did not do so the first session and even when they had never heard those actions
mentioned before. Collectivism puts an emphasis on distinguishing between in-groups and out-groups,
engaging in cooperative tasks, and focusing on what people have in common. It consisted of 16 items e. Later
on, participants had to imagine once or several times either new actions or some of the actions that they had
previously performed or imagined. Moreover, when Asian Americans were primed with their American self
before recalling important autobiographical events, they were more likely to recall personal experiences in
which they were the protagonists and they tended to emphasize their own perspective e. Finally, children were
asked if those unlikely or impossible events previously presented had ever happened to them. Results showed
that imagination alone increased the confidence that the nonoccuring event actually occurred and even
produced false memories of the event. Second, participants are asked to imagine a series of events that were
selected from those previously rated as unlikely to have happened to them in childhood. On the one hand, the
cross-national literature provides an impressively consistent picture of the predicted systematic differences; on
the other hand, the nature of the evidence is inconclusive. Some of the items selected were used in previous
research e. Some of the participants not only imagined but also described aloud what they had imagined.
Method Participants Forty participants 31 coming from a Western cultural background, and 9 coming from an
Eastern cultural background participated in the study, 29 females and 11 males. Cultural psychology has a
number of take-home lessons. Most American participants chose the rarer colored pens. Studies focusing on
bicultural individuals will be examined to show that these individuals integrate the norms of both cultures and
apply them accordingly. Maintaining harmony within interpersonal relationships is of utmost importance in a
collectivistic culture. Where collectivism stresses the importance of the community, individualism is focused
on the rights and concerns of each person. Six of these twelve target events were used as probed events for the
imagination task and 6 as not probed events.


