
POLITICAL LEGITIMACY

Political legitimacy is a virtue of political institutions and of the decisionsâ€”about laws, policies, and candidates for
political officeâ€”made within.

That democracy was unnecessary for establishing legitimacy, a condition that can be established with codified
laws, customs, and cultural principles, not by means of popular suffrage. Contemporarily, such divine-right
legitimacy is manifest in the absolute monarchy of the House of Saud est. It reduces the normativity of
political legitimacy to a single dimension: only the quality of the outcomes a particular political regime
generates is relevant for political legitimacy. Authority is effective, on this view, if it gets people to act on the
reasons it generates. What conceptions of democratic legitimacy, as I use the term here, have in common is
that they demand that political institutions respect democratic values. Bohman, James,  The second meaning
relies on empirical approaches that try to measure the degree of popular acceptance of existing regimes or try
to test causal explanations for low or high degrees of legitimacy. Cohen and Sabel seek to rescue an ideal of
global democracy from more skeptical tendencies in the literature. Do states have a unilateral right to control
their borders or do potential immigrants have a right to participate in the determination of immigration
policies? Cavallero, Eric,  Simmons has a different response to Wolff. The theorem says that if each voter is
more likely to be correct than wrong, then a majority of all is also more likely to be correct than wrong. The
problem of legitimacy that the state faces is which of its laws are justified. It helps people conform to certain
rules by eliminating what today would be called the free-riding problem or the problem of partial compliance.
These views place all the normative weight on the value of the democratic procedure. Ronald Dworkin
defends a view of this sort. Fair play theories offer one answer to this problem see Klosko and the entry on
political obligation. Buchanan also rejects the idea that the source of a legitimacy deficit at the international
level is the inequality among states. Such ambiguity derives in part from the contested nature of the concept of
legitimacy, and from disagreements over how to measure it. In communist states this line of thinking led to the
subordination of all social subsystems under the political system , because only full control especially over the
economic system enables the political system to implement the will of the people. Rawls f and Jeremy
Waldron f object that the utilitarian approach will ultimately only convince those who stand to benefit from
the felicific calculus, and that it lacks an argument to convince those who stand to lose. Pettit , ; List and Pettit
; List  Reprinted from Democracy and Difference, Seyla Benhabib ed. Let us call this the problem of global
legitimacy. Another way in which the relation between legitimacy and the creation of authority may be
understood is that the attempt to rule without legitimacy is an attempt to exercise coercive powerâ€”not
authority. In this ingenious way, individuals are only bound by their own will, but everyone is bound by a
democratic decision. An argument from fairness is thus insufficient to establish the superior legitimacy of
democratic decision-making. Enoch, David,  With regard to the defense of liberty rights, Mill argues that the
restriction of liberty is illegitimate unless it is permitted by the harm principle, that is, unless the actions
suppressed by the restriction harm others On Liberty, chapter 1; for a critical discussion of the harm principle
as the basis of legitimacy, see Wellman ; see also Turner  In the international system another method for
measuring civil legitimacy is through accountability to international human rights norms. Mattei Dogan The
French political scientist Mattei Dogan 's contemporary interpretation of Weber's types of political legitimacy
traditional, charismatic, legal-rational proposes that they are conceptually insufficient to comprehend the
complex relationships that constitute a legitimate political system in the twenty-first century. Keohane,  Rawls
conceives of the domain of public reason as limited to matters of constitutional essentials and basic justice and
as applying primarilyâ€”but not onlyâ€”to judges, government officials, and candidates for public office when
they decide on matters of constitutional essentials and basic justice. Another answer comes from perfectionist
theories. Christian Thomasius, a student of Pufendorf and contemporary of Locke, may be seen as a precursor
of the utilitarian approach to political legitimacy, as he rejected voluntarism and endorsed the idea that
political legitimacy depends on principles of rational prudence instead Schneewind ; Barnard  Beitz, Charles,
a. On some interpretations of Locke e. Specifically, it requires that basic human rights are protected. In history
there have been competition and changes between different concepts of legitimacy. Those who defend
instrumentalism take it as a premise that there is an ideal outcome that exists independently of the democratic
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process, and in terms of which the value of the democratic process, its legitimacy, can be gauged. Political
Legitimacy and Democracy This section takes a closer look at the relationship between democracy and
political legitimacy. Estlund has raised a challenge against fairness-based versions of democratic
proceduralism. Rawlsâ€”in Political Liberalismâ€”explicitly focuses on the democratic context.


