
RELEVANCE OF TRACK II DIPLOMACY

Track II diplomacy or "backchannel diplomacy" is the practice of "non- governmental, informal and unofficial contacts
and activities between private citizens or.

Bringing young people into the room also provides an invaluable learning experience for those interested in
international relations and government policy. By bringing thought leaders from the US, China, and India
together, the Aspen Institute Track II dialogues empower experts to leverage cultural strengths and lead on
behalf of their country to foster mutual understanding on divisive issues. While non-official diplomacy should
not be a panacea for the mistrust amassed over decades of hostility, it provides a unique opportunity for the
citizens of India and Pakistan to prevent the bitterness of the past from tainting the future. Since then, there
has been a significant increase in the number of Track Two initiatives between India and Pakistan. As an
unofficial channel of dialogue, conversations at the track II level are more open, free and frank, allowing
participants to find their way to common ground that official representatives and negotiations cannot.
Furthermore, the bilateral Track Two dialogue processes have also played a pivotal role in bringing key issues
to the forefront and applying intellectual capacity and civil activism to broad policy stalemates where the state
has essentially failed. The situation becomes further complicated as most of these people have represented
their governments at some point in time, and thus they tend to adopt positions very similar to those of their
governments once the core issues come to the fore. Understanding cultural contexts remains key to achieving
progress on national and international issues and finding common ground where government representatives
cannot. Climate action and economic development, and the tension between them, are often difficult topics to
discuss. The experience was enriching and enlightening. History[ edit ] In , Joseph V. Given its focus on both
fostering relationships and on strengthening civil society, Track Two is especially useful with regards to India
and Pakistan. Remember, it's a British colonial territory. Aside from previous two processes of facilitating
small workshops and influencing public opinion, he claims that the third process is cooperative economic
development. The problem most political liberals fail to recognize is that reasonable and altruistic interaction
with foreign countries cannot be an alternative to traditional track one diplomacy, with its official posturing
and its underlying threat of the use of force. The relationship between the two states came to its lowest point in
with the eruption of militancy in Kashmir. Our programme is growing. Similarly, after the Mumbai terror
attacks, despite complete suspension of official diplomatic relations, many Track Two initiatives were pursued
by the two governments to ease tensions and resume a state of normalcy. Trade, energy issues, the Paris
Agreement, and action to address climate change face particular barriers to success, and recent political
realities in the three nations have tested the strength of these relationships even further. On occasions it may
also involve the participation of government officials in their private capacities. The group was comprised of
former diplomats, former military personnel, media persons, NGO workers and academics from India and
Pakistan. At a time when the relations between India and Pakistan have lurched from crisis to crisis, Track
Two has been able to sustain an element of unbroken engagement. In times when conventional diplomacy
seems stymied by domestic and international politics, informal Track II discussions can be a steadying voice
in the conversation. In addition, there have been a number of serious but localised military confrontations, for
example, Operation Meghdoot , Operation Brasstracks , and a small-scale war at Kargil  While you need to
build things at the top level, you also need to build the relationships within the society. The most visible and
important layer is official diplomacy between heads of state, ministers and officials. The theory of
international organization and politics and the theory of functionalism says get people together to do specific
problem-solving oriented things and that will overcome some of the bounds of stereotypes across national
boundaries. It has been helpful in bringing down the psychological barriers, bridging the cultural differences,
promoting mutual trade and developing an atmosphere conducive to the betterment of the region. My
generation speaks, English and whatever is their language and the younger kids are now at the point where
they don't even speak English well. Consideration should be given to ways in which track II knowledge,
progress and recommendations can be fed into official processes, without compromising the independence of
participants. When implemented well, track II dialogues support the track II process by bridging differences,
managing conflicts and promoting peace and understanding. More from. It is always open minded, often
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altruistic , and Since then the model has been more robustly developed and the original second track has been
expanded into nine tracks: peacemaking through diplomacy, conflict resolution, commerce , personal
involvement, learning, advocacy, religion , funding, information.


