
A HISTORY OF AFRICAN AMERICAN HERITAGE IN CHICAGO

Chicago is rooted in a rich African American history. During the early 20th century , hundreds of thousands of Southern
African Americans traveled to Chicago.

Their efforts to build a museum on the west side and continuing to bring awareness to Juneteenth as a national
holiday was rewarded with a proclamation in by Governor Pat Quinn. Woodson Regional Library, S. Some of
these became notorious failures. Black Chicagoans' literary creation from to was also prolific, and the city's
Black Renaissance rivaled that of the Harlem Renaissance. DuSable Museum is located at E. A new musical
culture arose, fed by all the traditions along the Mississippi River. Since predatory mortgage lenders targeted
communities of color â€” black homebuyers were far more likely to be steered into bad deals than whites with
similar incomes and credit ratings â€” the foreclosure crisis has hit black middle and working class
communities particularly hard. Or head to One Eleven Food Hall in Pullman, where you can try a variety of
black-owned restaurants under one roof. The Black Ensemble Theater in Uptown is one of the most diverse
musical theatres in the country. In the early s a local civil rights movement held massive protests against
school segregation. Legendary teacher and art historian Dr. The center offers fascinating tours around the area,
including that cover the Black Metropolis historic area, the Great Migration, the Bronzeville renaissance, and
more. Baked chicken, spaghetti and mashed potatoes at MacArthur's photo via Yelp MacArthur's Restaurant
Most people think of Soul food as Southern, but it also has its roots in the black community â€”soul food
recipes have been passed down through African American families since the s. By then, the majority of
workers in Chicago's plants were black, but they succeeded in creating an interracial organizing committee.
Today it remains the most detailed portrayal of Black Chicago in the s and s. DuSable, a black man of Haitian
descent, was the first settler in Chicago in  They succeeded in lifting segregation of job positions. The lines are
long, thoughâ€” expect to work up an appetite while waiting for a table. Associated with problems of poverty
and southern culture, rates of violence and homicide were high. Major black businesses and leaders â€” many
of them friends and supporters of Obama â€” still thrive in the city. Still from eta's production of "Lines in the
Dust" by Nikkole Salter photo via Facebook eta Creative Arts Foundation For over 40 years, the eta Creative
Arts Foundation has been telling the story of African Americans through visual and performing arts. Chicago
also elected the first post-Reconstruction African-American member of Congress, Oscar Stanton De Priest , in
Illinois' 1st congressional district which has continuously elected African-Americans to the office since De
Priest's term. Chicago was also the birthplace of African-American newspaper the Chicago Defender in , the
birthplace of gospel in the s, and much more. The Chicago area alone has elected 18 African Americans to the
House of Representatives , more than any other state in the country.


