
SILVER DONKEY

The Silver Donkey is a children's novel by Sonya Hartnett, set during World War I. It won a CBCA award and has been
adapted for the stage.

The bravery, heroism, mateship and larrikinism of Australians during WWI have become embedded and
enshrined in our culture as hallmarks of the Australian spirit. Follow Us. The girls help the soldier, who
suffers psychological blindness as an effect of post-traumatic stress, to plan a way to cross the English
Channel back to his brother. When the girls' elder brother Pascal, with his hunger to hear about shrapnel,
bombs and perilous exploits in the distant trenches, is drawn into the mission to deliver the soldier to safety,
the risk of discovery is heightened. Then ask students to either retell or create a new story about a donkey that
the soldier might have used to further explain the nature of the human condition, human behaviour or the
horrors of war. They make presentations and contribute actively to class and group discussions, using a variety
of strategies for effect. Other Recommended Titles. Plot summary[ edit ] The book traces the journey of an
English soldier who deserts the war and comes across two young girls in the French countryside, Marcelle and
Coco. Students share their ideas. The three children watch the little boat head off on its journey. And then
Fabrice, legs wasted from childhood polio, ashamed of his ineligibility to sign up for battle, but in possession
of his motorbike and access to a boat, joins the adventure. He tells them how the silver donkey was found by
his brother John, when he most needed it, and that John gave it to him to remind him to do his best. Discuss
why the soldier acted as he did and what he might have been thinking at the time. They would be turned off by
the preachy, moral fables and the depiction of wartime violence. Through Lieutenant Shepard's stories, the
children learn about loyalty, humility, courage, and the importance of Marcelle and Coco, two French girls
living in a coastal farming and fishing village during World War I have discovered a secret. This book reads
like a classic from the s -the ones I used to read growing up that were not my favorites but kept me occupied.
Though his stories are fiction, one is not; the story of his younger brother John who, while being extremely ill,
finds a small silver donkey whilst digging in the garden. Marcelle vows to help the Lieutenant get across the
sea and home. Since he is blind, he must rely on two silly young girls about the ages of my nieces. In return
for their care the soldier reveals to the girls the precious treasure: a donkey made of silver, his good-luck
charm. The girls think "Lieutenant" is a funny name, but they are delighted with their new friend's tiny silver
donkey charm and in exchange for stories, they help him to find his way home to his ill brother. While I felt
sorry for the soldier and wanted him to see his brother one last time, I wonder what good that will do?
Dramatically re-enact the scene as a series of freeze frames and short action sequences using desks and chairs
as props for trenches and obstacles and rolled balls of newspaper as ammunition. And they would not have
been disappointed. Discuss the importance of the wet season to traditional peoples around the world, and why
they might have developed stories about it. What will happen to the soldier, Coco wonders? This will happen
tomorrow night. Fabrice will take the Lieutenant from the woods on his motorcycle, when it is dark. I thought
it was the soldier's true story. The first story is from the Bible, stripped of religious elements. Year 5 Students
create a variety of sequenced texts for different purposes and audiences. Please contact us for information.
Social attitudes towards war had shifted and changed between the outbreak of WWI and its 90th anniversary,
and these are represented by the way in which the author presents both the soldier and his descriptions of
WWI.


