
DOMESTICITY AS A TOOL FOR FULFILLMENT

The view that the wife should find fulfillment in these values is called the cult of true womanhood or the cult of
domesticity magazines which promoted the values .

Oregon , were based on the assumption that women's primary role was that of mother and wife, and that
women's non-domestic work should not interfere with their primary function. Women's rights advocates of the
late 18th and early 19th Centuries, such as Mary Wollstonecraft , Frances Wright , and Harriet Martineau ,
were widely accused of disrupting the natural order of things and condemned as unfeminine. Virtues[ edit ]
Godey's Lady's Book was a highly influential women's magazine which reinforced many of the values of the
Cult of Domesticity. Because Friedan played such a central role in the founding of the organization, accounts
of Second Wave feminism often draw a straight line from The Feminine Mystique to NOW. Women were
seen as better suited to parenting. Women that did enter into professional fields were under intense scrutiny for
going against the feminine domestic ideal. A capacious and synthetic historical investigation, The Secret
History of Domesticity exemplifies how the methods of literary interpretation and historical analysis can
inform and enrich one another. She also twice underwent psychoanalysis, first in the s and again in the s,
which she found immensely helpful. The French philosopher portrayed housewifery as repetitive, unrewarding
labour that produced nothing and achieved nothing beyond sustaining daily existence. The Feminine Mystique
cites the work of numerous psychological experts, but it is particularly indebted to the psychoanalyst Abraham
Maslow. Within the home, however, they gained symbolic power. Richly illustrated with nearly images,
including paintings, engravings, woodcuts, and a representative selection of architectural floor plans for
domestic interiors, this volume reads graphic forms to emphasize how susceptible the public-private relation
was to concrete and spatial representation. Consequently, in , 4. In the era after World War II, many of the
ideas of the "Cult of Domesticity" were stressed again as American society sought to integrate veterans and
emphasize the revival of family life. Moreover, whereas Friedan clearly wanted to recover and celebrate the
history of the suffrage movement, she did not argue that a new generation should take up the unfinished work
of these political foremothers. The conflation of "Domesticity" and "True Womanhood" can be misleading in
that dedication to the domestic sphere did not necessarily imply purity, submission, or weakness. But, her
highly unflattering depiction of the typical suburban housewife offended many women, and scholars have
subsequently critiqued The Feminine Mystique for perpetuating mother-blaming and for stigmatizing
homosexuality. Some women, in their forties and fifties, still remembered painfully giving up those dreams,
but most of the younger women no longer even thought about them. Men's and women's spheres were
increasingly separated as many families lived in suburban settings, from which men commuted to other cities
for work. The "Cult of Domesticity" shaped an idealized myth of the family and paved the way for the nuclear
family. Historian Daniel Horowitz has theorized that Friedan purposefully sought to mask this chapter of her
past, fearing not unreasonably that critics would try to discredit her and her arguments by accusing her of
communist sympathies. Domesticity â€” A woman's proper place was in the home and her role as a wife was
to create a refuge for her husband and children. All they had to do was devote their lives from earliest girlhood
to finding a husband and bearing children. Nor, aside from promoting publicly funded childcare, did she
resurrect the arguments of early-twentieth-century feminists like Charlotte Perkins Gilman, who thought that
domestic labour should be collectivized, professionalized and outsourced. Over and over women heard in
voices of tradition and of Freudian sophistication that they could desire no greater destiny than to glory in their
own femininity. Submission â€” True women were required to be as submissive and obedient "as little
children" because men were regarded as women's superiors "by God's appointment".


