
PAUL AUSTER WHY WRITE ABOUT LITERATURE

Paul Auster takes the stage at the King's Theatre in Edinburgh to a great suggested he become a professor and write
poetry as a hobby.

We constantly live in this duality. Question 1: Given that you were saying that you write to some extent to
achieve clarity, like a painter, I was wondering if you would write if there were no audience to read your work.
Death after a long illness we can accept with resignation. I think it would be very dull, and I would lose the
excitement of not knowing. And it took me some time to remember that, because the boy who was so nasty to
me when I was little in the next bookâ€”that was Michael, the older brother. Auster: Yes, but, you see, with
writing, you make your own rules. But to what end? A paean to youth, desire, books, creativity, and
unpredictability, it is a four-faceted bildungsroman and an ars poetica, in which Auster elucidates his devotion
to literature and art. Even accidental death we can ascribe to fate. I wanted to be a boy-writer when I was
young, and I think that held me back. Those are black and these are brown and those are green over there. SV:
I never forgot the fight against the spider, the character going up the stairs in the endâ€¦ So it was a nice
surprise to read your analysis of the film! At that moment in my life, nothing was more important to me than
baseball. He taught linguistics at St. But I do want to talk a little bit about terror, not terrorism but terror. And
thank you very much. You remember all the rules of the masters before you. But there was footage in this
film, Mark, that I had never seen, of the walk which he did before the World Trade Center in Paris between
the towers of Notre Dame Cathedral. And he, and two other men one was a black slave, I believe, and the
other was an Indian were the only survivors. SV: With parts of the previous text used as captions, tooâ€¦ PA:
Yes, taken directly from the earlier text. Loneliness is someone who is isolated from others and longing to be
with others. Underworld is organized around the baseball that Bobby Thompson hit in the famous homerun.
One would think this material would be too frightening for a young child, but what these stories allow the
child to experience is precisely an encounter with his own fears and inner torments in a perfectly safe and
protected environment. He was very kind to me. Taylor: Yeah, and also the figure of the tightrope I think is
really quite interesting. The clarity of his prose is striking, for instance. After graduating from Columbia
University M. This plastic quality of writing also appears in the various lists you makeâ€¦ Language seems to
acquire a vibrating quality, as if it were a continuation of the body it explores. But for me, I was trying to
make it very, very concrete. One moment there is nothing, and the next moment there is something. A book
has never stopped a bullet from entering a murder victim's body. Of course, this is how a child thinks of his
mother. Hopefully, this will be a good question. Man on Wire. But as I was writing that first part, I realized I
wanted to write about some of those movies I had seen as a young person, but when I started writing about
them the passages became too long, and I would have destroyed the whole rhythm of the first part if I had
integrated those other things into it. But none was greater, none more perfect nor more deserving of worship
than Willie Mays, the incandescent Say Hey kid. But when I finally found the courage to go back to fiction,
when I was around 33, I still had those notebooks in which I had written the earlier drafts. But a lot of the
story, particularly the first half of the novel, is this imaginary world that Brill has invented. Unlike anybody.
Many of you probably saw the film, right?


