
INTERPRETATION AND ANALYSIS WALLACE STEVENS SNOW MAN

Wallace Stevens's The Snow Man is a short poem that delights and puzzles, Poems by Wallace Stevens Similar In
Theme To The Snow Man.

About life and death andâ€”dare we say it? Which is awesome because, if you think about it, the alternative is
really, profoundly, horrifically boring. In contrast, the building of a snow man, snowman, is traditionally
thought of as an enjoyable activity, especially since once built, snowmen gain a personality. Thus the poem
brings us to a type of paradox: even as we investigate the possibility of perceiving reality freed from human
subjectivity, we know it is impossible. Because you ask the Big Questions, too. Shmoopers, we've got a
serious question: what is reality? That final stanza is a bit of a conundrum. They are not allowed to harden into
the solid ice of full rhymes. The observer, along with the scene, is subsumed into a sense of nothingness. After
school he spent time working for the New York Evening Post until, after deciding he wanted his life to go in a
different direction that he wanted to pursue a law degree, while in school he continued to write published his
first group of poems in  He's reached a different state in the snowy winter scene. The first question raised by
this poem is what does it mean to have a mind of winter? Though we are shown three species, they all look
essentially the same, and the poem's specificity only diminishes from this point on. Perhaps the speaker is
suggesting that the listener, out there in that cold, bare landscape, is numbed and feels insignificant? But there
is a suggestion of being physically cold, of being bodily involved in that cold, windswept landscape. And there
is not one mention of an actual snow man in the five stanzas. He does big thinking in tiny, quirky little poems,
and if you're lucky enough to read his work, you'll find yourself doing some big thinking, too. The speaker
therefore could be: i a person who has spent so long out in the cold they have lost their ability to think and feel
- hence the nothing himself - ii or the speaker is taking on the role of the snow man, becoming an imagined
voice for this crystalline, unfeeling creature. The Snow Man is a short five stanza poem. The wind makes a
sound as it hits the trees and leaves and land but there can be no true experience of it if that word misery is
attached. As the reader progresses, the syntax arrangement of punctuation and grammar and clauses so far is
relatively tame, liberal use of enjambment taking the eye smoothly from stanza to stanza, the odd comma or
semi-colon producing a pause here and there.


