
ACADEMIC WRITING MARGINAL COMMENTS

required to assess student writing for grammar, clarity, conciseness and coherence. The purpose of in-text marks and
comments is to identify specific examples of . 1) indicating the error in some way (with a circle, a strikethrough,
checkmark in margin, etc.) .. a more academic and less conversational tone in your writing.

James From an inadequate paper: The following was written in response to a student in a first year writing
class. Many of you made very high-altitude and general criticisms but struggled especially given the space
constraints to grapple with specific aspects of an argument. Doing so within the word limit and doing it well
deserves recognition. Instead, take the time to read the paper in its entirety. While you may think that writing
lots of comments will convey your interest in helping the student improve, studentsâ€”like all writersâ€”can
be overwhelmed by copious written comments on their work. Your conclusion here is a bookend, bringing up
the same or at least a similar point as the one you began with concerning the different kinds of attraction that
exist. The conclusion section should also help to do the same thing. Give students a written list of
discipline-specific standards and conventions, and explain these in class. Both the nature of the class and its
small size facilitated more substantive feedback than is always possible. Importantly, you build in very
plausible objections to your claims and then seek to respond to those objections. Cresskill, NJ: Hampton Press.
The writer may have in fact struggled through several drafts. A clear and specific thesis sentence stated up top
will help you to organize and tie together the various parts of your paper. Superfluous stuff: Part of
maintaining a good structure and writing a strong, clear paper is cutting out all of the superfluous material.
Most theories we look at in this class will have plenty of readily identifiable, important similarities. From
superior papers: Dear Student, You have a clever argument. The point is not primarily about equality or the
like. Sources and Recommended Reading Bean, J. If you need to take some notes, do so on another piece of
paper. Ask questions that help them figure out what they think and how to put those thoughts into a well
organized, effective paper. Citing is not just good academic etiquette or helpful to the reader, but it keeps you
honest, holds you accountable to the text. Hjortshoj  Sometimes this is very difficult or would sound very
awkward.


