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So out of the two prompts that I was given there was one about whether the American Revolution was actually
revolutionary, and then there was this question about whether the New Deal was actually new or whether it
was more conservative in nature. And I think in this context the word conservative doesn't mean politically
conservative or right-leaning, but rather conservative as in the sense of keeping something that existed before.
You also are able to meet the last point by applying the skill of synthesis. I mean, this is AP U. So on this
section of the exam you're gonna have the option to choose between two different essay prompts and you can
choose which of them you want to write about. And people often talk about the New Deal kind of taking the
three forms of relief, for people who are suffering, for people who need immediate aid. Now this was partly
because the Supreme Court rolled back a lot of the New Deal programs saying that they weren't constitutional,
which led FDR into his famous court packing scheme where he tried to add new justices to the Supreme
Court, basically tilting it in his favor. Now how do we decide which of these three arguments we want to
make? Can support this idea. And then for another three years the Depression continued to get worse and
worse. So we could argue that yes the New Deal was conservative. Well, I think it's given us three main
options here. After the question, there are two sample essays that would receive a perfect scores. Justification
of Independence 1. We can refute and say no the New Deal was radical. The more challenging part, however,
is that it's drawing on your own personal knowledge of the subject matter. Laissez-faire is French for let them
do what they will, so let the economy do whatever it wants. Supported by President Theodore Roosevelt,
progressive reformers, like the Populists, sought to strengthen railroad regulation and both enforce and further
strengthen the antitrust laws. All right, so how do we decide what we're gonna write about? So the modify
option is kind of like a both or neither kind of way of looking at things. Now again, your mileage may vary on
this. This thesis statement establishes a clear argument that addresses all parts of the question and makes a
clear argument, earning one point. These examples also address the targeted skill by showing the cause and
effect of these events on merchants and reformers in relation to the reform movements. Okay, let's pause here
to think about that a little bit more and in the next video we'll decide which way we want to lean and think
about how to write that essay. Thesis: The American Revolution was justified by the colonists based on the
ideals of previous forms of government, philosophers and leaders, and traditions used previously in other
forms of government. Nevertheless, some progressive reformers like Theodore Roosevelt and Gifford Pinchot
did pay significant attention to preventing further damage to the natural environment and helped to found the
modern conservation movement. But I think the question is if we think about the basic assumptions of the
New Deal itself, were those radical or were they conservative? Heavy taxation on commodities imported into
the colonies a. These organizations quickly spread throughout the country, opening hundreds of local chapters.
Okay, so once you've taken a look at each of the topics for the essay prompts and decided which one you
want, the next step is to read the prompt itself really carefully. So first let's just refresh ourselves on what the
New Deal was about. One thing I notice about this question is that it really doesn't give us much in the way of
a specific timeframe to talk about. You only have to write about one. It was kind of a try something and see if
it works approach. Beginning at the state level and with strong support in many urban areas, a new progressive
movement reached the national level during the first years of the 20th century. Look at the question below and
formulate a response.


