
ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS FOR WRITING ADJECTIVES

Key Words: modifiers, grammar, adjectives, parts of speech, synonyms Goal 2 â€“ Writing â€“ Students will write
effectively for different Essential Questions.

Are they quite or very talkative? Goals include: The student will learn to indentify adjectives describing a
noun. The teacher will cut up sentence strips using the sentences in the attached handout. This practice should
include creating a beginning, middle, and end, and using a few details to describe people or events. Record on
chart paper or on the board definitions from the book about what adjectives are and how they are used, and
also record examples of adjectives that students can refer back to later in the lesson. The teacher will ask
students to visualize the new sentence and discuss how the adjectives gave them a more visual picture of the
sentence. Have students break into pairs to write a descriptive sentence for one item from each of their charts.
When they are sitting at their desks, walk around to ensure that all students are on task and spend no more than
a minute or two with each student. For closely related adjectives, how is the meaning of this adjective slightly
different from the meaning of that adjective? Remind students that their narrative will have a beginning,
middle, and end. Introduce the assignment in sequential steps. Finally, have students work independently to
write descriptive sentences about the remaining items in their bags. As a class, review the correct comma
placement for each sentence. Apply fundamental conventions of language in written work. They will have
some idea of how they are used based on the lesson from the previous day. It is okay if multiple pairs have the
same sentences as how they revise the sentences will likely be different. For example, the first sentence could
read: The strong, upset cat raced through the house searching for the small mouse that had stolen the cat's
dinner. For example, "The baby cried for his mother" becomes "The tired baby cried for his loving mother.
Essential Questions How can adjectives make sentences more interesting? Students will be able to compose
descriptive poetry. Use describing words for the object. Closure Sharing 5 mins Have two or three students
share their person with the class and describe themselves. By selecting adjectives with differing degrees, the
sentence could become: The burly, furious cat raced through the house searching for the tiny mouse that had
stolen the cat's dinner. Questions: What kind of picture do you make in your mind when you hear this story?
Encourage them to pick someone, real or imaginary, that they can vividly describe. Continue until everyone
has written on everyone else's sheet. Revise and edit written work using fundamental conventions of language.
How big or little is it? Ask if there are more interesting or better adjectives to use rather than what was written
on the chart. Formative Assessment Before the Lesson Begins: Individually, ask students to write down what
they know or think they know about adjectives. The final word in the list should be the strongest. What shape
are my glasses? If students need additional ideas for adjectives to describe the teacher, they can refer to the
chart paper made yesterday during the read aloud. This may be a good time to talk to students about word
choices. Provide immediate reinforcement and feedback. Copy other sentences from Hairy, Scary, Ordinary
for class viewing, but omit the commas. First, reach into your bag and feel each of the objects without looking
at them, and then write down on your description chart what each item feels like. Next, have students work
with partners to complete several topics and corresponding words from the handout. How do they act? Tell
students the title of the mad lib so they can think of adjectives that would be appropriate for that situation.


