
ETHICAL PLURALISM ESSAYS

Ethical pluralism is the idea that there are many theories about what is â€œrightâ€• and â€œwrongâ€• (moral norms)
which may be incompatible and/or incommensurable.

Hampshire, Stuart. London: Granta Books. A collection of Berlin's major essays, including his lengthiest
expositions of pluralism. Without here trying to offer a superior definition, we might note that moral norms
have the following features: They are categorical. Mary J. Unconstrained desire accounts of value seem
implausible because our desires can be for all sorts of thingsâ€”we may desire things that are bad for us, or we
may desire things because of some mistake we have made. The thinker who did the most to develop and
popularize ethical pluralism was the British historian, philosopher, and political theorist Isaiah Berlin â€” , and
it is from his work that most contemporary discussions of pluralism take their bearings. Cite this article Pick a
style below, and copy the text for your bibliography. On this interpretation, it is hard to see what worth to life
is, if not a supervalue. Libertarianism as a Default With those caveats aside, the most promising strategy for
moral pluralists who want to justify classical liberal conclusions is the same strategy that Huemer takes in this
volume. Unowned land is not productive, whereas privatized land can be 10, times more productive. The
Cathedral or the Bazaar? An argument for the compatibility of pluralism with a liberal political theory. Still,
from a pluralist perspective, the best way to defend libertarianism is to begin with the observation that
day-to-day morality is libertarian. Ross seemed to think that so long as you picked the weightier duty, you
acted rightly. Williams sometimes writes as if this is his intention, as do Griffin and , Stocker , Chang and ,
Taylor and  Griffin addresses this question at the very beginning of his book on well being Griffin, , ch. Desire
is not blind. She provides clear definitions of each: incommensurability is the lack of a common unit of value
by which precise comparisons can be made. However, this interpretation invites the criticism that Griffin is
introducing a non-moral value, perhaps prudential value, to arbitrate when moral values are incommensurable.
I have to, and I would equally have regretted the loss of either good. If we are to meet the standard in 1, it is
necessary to have a liberal social democratic government, which taxes citizens to provide social insurance.
First depress the clutch; then shift. Available online: www. Chang claims that comparisons can only be made
in terms of a covering valueâ€”a more comprehensive value that has the plural values as parts. They serve
social cooperation. Walzer, Michael. Sen eds. Princeton and Oxford: Princeton University Press, pp.
McDowell, J. Neither is the slave of the other. In effect, Locke thinks that what justifies the institution of
private property is that it tends to leave more and better for others. Lamprecht â€” in  Noncontextual norms
require the same behavior in every circumstance, whereas contextual norms require different behaviors in
different circumstances. When we try to explain what involved in seeing things in a favorable light, we cannot,
according to Griffin, separate understanding from desire: â€¦we cannot, even in the case of a desirability
feature such as accomplishment, separate understanding and desire. Crowder, G. Bazerman and Ann E. On
this definition, too, pluralism is opposed to relativism, because it holds that there are such things as inherently
right or good courses of action and true values and answers; but right and goodness and truth are not singular.
He then applies that principle dogmatically to every moral issue. When I choose one tin of soup from a row of
identical tins in the shop, it would be wrong and misleading to say that I wanted that tin rather than, or in
preference to, the others. Ess and the AoIR ethics working group.


